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clothing; in winter, and particularly in the temperate and arctic
regions, heavy clothing is indicated, irrespective of race. Style of
dress is a matter of tradition and individual taste. The White man
wearing heavy European clothes in summer in the tropics is as
absurd as the Negro going nude in winter in the arctic regions, or
even for the same White or Negro to wear the same dress in
summer and winter, in sunshine and in rain.

It may be urged, however, that in so far as climate influences not
only clothes but human pigmentation, which is a racial character,
race influences clothes. Mr. Pitt-Rivers points out that black and
white skins react differently to light, and quotes with approval
Dr. E. P. Taylor's generalization that "Races, though capable of
gradual acclimatizations, must not change too suddenly the climate
they are adapted to. With this adaptation to particular climates the
complexion has much to do, fitting the negro for the tropics and
the fair white for the temperate zone" (ibid., p. 108). Mr. Taylor
immediately qualified this statement by adding "though, indeed,
colour does not always vary with climate as where in America the
brown race extends through hot and cold regions alike" (ibid.,
p. 108). Mr. Pitt-Rivers observes that, "Speaking generally, it
may be conceded that many coloured races have shown their
capacity to become gradually acclimatized to cold latitudes, while
fair races have not proved so adaptable when they move to the
tropics" (ibid., p. 109).

Whatever be the final verdict of science on what Mr. Pitt-Rivers
calls a "thorny question," it is evident that neither of the races is
so well adapted to its climate as to do without clothes. The Negro
wants some clothing to keep him warm in the winter even in the
tropics; some blankets (or at least a fire in lieu thereof). At any
event it can hardly be doubted that clothing, to be sensible, must be
conditioned more by climate, season and weather, than by any
other consideration, least of all, race. The question is not whether
"European" clothes are good for Natives, but whether "European"
clothes are good for tropical summers, whether for Natives or for
Europeans. If "Native" dress is good for the tropics, it must be
good for the European as well as the Native.